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Deacon James Hinchman, grandson of HHS 

President Tom Hinchman 

 

Greetings to the entire Hinchman clan!   
I hope that everyone had a safe and 

wonderful Thanksgiving!  In this crazy world that 

we live in, it is nice to take the time to visit with 

family and friends and reflect on all the many 

blessings that we enjoy.  I know we were blessed 

with a new grandson in September, and 

congratulations to Kevin and Elise Hinchman and 

proud grandparents Joe and Mary, on the news of 

another new Hinchman in the oven!   

Along with these new Hinchman's entering 

this world, Esther Hinchman will be celebrating her 

101st birthday the end of December.  What an 

accomplishment!  Plus she still has her perfect 

attendance record of coming to every one of the 

HHS conferences! Happy Birthday Esther!!  We 

look forward to celebrating 101 1/2 with you in 

July!! 

The older I get, the faster time travels!  It 

was just the other day we were meeting in 

Lexington, and here it is almost Christmas!  Do you 

have your shopping done?  I hope part of your 

shopping for family members will be setting aside 

some money for the upcoming Hinchman Heritage 

Society conference in Charlotte from July 6 to July 

10!  Melissa and Shari Hinchman visited us over 

Thanksgiving and they are working hard to organize 

a great conference for us in an exciting city with 

plenty to do.  If you would like to get a head start, 

go on the internet to Charlottesgotalot.com. and see 

all the city has to offer.  We will be staying at the 

Marriot Marquis at Billy Graham Parkway.  More 

details will be coming in the spring newsletter. 

I hope that everyone that follows a sports 

team is happy!  My Clemson Tigers are having a 

dream season in football, being ranked #1 and going 

to the playoffs!  Hope they can keep it up!  Marshall 

had another great season again this year along with 

Ohio State, Michigan State, Michigan and North 

Carolina.  I know Kentucky fans are ready for 

basketball season!    

Christmas is always such a hectic, stressful 

time of the year; visiting friends and family, 

figuring out what to buy for the perfect present for 

someone, going to parties, listening to special 

music.  I hope each of you have the time to sit back 

and relax and appreciate the true meaning of 

Christmas. 

Merry Christmas from the Hinchman’s in 

Anderson, South Carolina.  May you all have 

wonderful holiday and a blessed and prosperous 

New Year.  Can't wait to see everyone this summer 

in Charlotte!   

 

 Tom Hinchman, President 
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Linda Hinchman Clarkson displays Hinchman Coat-of-Arms.  Photos by Cheri Hinchman Widzowski 2015 

          
Robert Hinchman, Jr., founder and first president of the Hinchman Heritage Society and designer of this Hinchman 

coat-of-arms.  Banner on left designed by Robert to hang over Bishop Humphry Henchman's grave site in All Saints 

Fulham Church in London, England.   
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Esther Ann Murphy Hinchman 1-2-1920 / 10-24-2015 
 

   
Left: Esther Murphy Hinchman  

Right:  Jack and Linda Hinchman Clarkson with her mother Esther A. Hinchman, 1993 

 

 Esther Ann Murphy Hinchman.  Esther, a beautiful, devoted wife and mother emulating poise and grace, 

passed into the kingdom of heaven peacefully in her sleep on October 24, 2015. 

 She was the eldest of two daughters born to Jesse Ellen Colvin Murphy and Johnny Faye Murphy on 

January 2, 1920, in New Salem, Indiana. Esther was a graduate of New Salem in 1937. She married Lowell Walter 

Hinchman on April 9, 1938 in Newport, Kentucky. Together they raised five children in the small town of 

Glenwood, Indiana. Dr. and Mrs. Hinchman were united in marriage 63 years until the untimely passing of Dr. 

Hinchman in 1991. They celebrated their 50-year anniversary in 1988 at their home in Glenwood, Indiana. From 

childhood, Rush County was Esther's home, and in later years she lived in Ponce Inlet, Florida and Marietta, 

Georgia. 

 In her early years, while Dr. Hinchman matriculated through Ohio State University's Veterinarian School, 

Esther candled eggs in a hatchery. Upon her husband's completion of school, the couple went to housekeeping in 

Glenwood, Indiana, and Dr. Hinchman opened his private veterinary practice. Five years later, they began their 

family. 

 Esther and Dr. Hinchman were lifetime world-wide travelers and also enjoyed hayrides, bonfires and 

authentic clam bakes on their farm. She was an avid Ohio State University fan, a skilled bridge player and 

instructor, a dedicated golfer, an accomplished oil painter, and an exceptional culinary expert specializing in 

chicken & dumplings, homemade noodles & Belgium waffles. She would travel the country to visit friends and 

family who would anxiously await her arrival with her famous waffle iron in hand. She would also arrive at her 

grandchildren's birthday parties with her confetti angel food cake.  

 She was a member of Little Flatrock Christian Church of New Salem, Indiana and Main Street Christian 

Church, Rushville, Indiana, being one of the first women deacons of Main Street Christian Church. From 1941 – 

1974, Mrs. Hinchman was the office manager for Glenwood Veterinarian Clinic, as well as serving as the Animal 

Welfare Inspector for the State of Indiana. She is also the past President of the Indiana Veterinarian Auxiliary. 

Continued next page.    
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Additionally, she was a prestigious artisan and owner of Esther's Delight, a business of hand-made bisque and 

porcelain dolls.          

She was a member of the Columbia Club of Indianapolis, Eastern Star, and O.O.S. Additionally, she was 

the Vice Precinct Committeeman of Union Township of Rush County, Indiana, and a delegate to the Republican 

State Convention. 

 Those left to cherish her memory are four daughters, Linda (Jack) Clarkson of Rushville, Indiana, Donna 

(Richard) Houston of Indianapolis, Indiana, LouAnn (Michael) Pursley of Salem, South Carolina, and Elda (Scott) 

Gray of Marietta, Georgia. Her love and devotion to her children lent her the ability to enrich their lives 

individually as though they were each an only child. Also surviving are Charlie (Betty) Spears and Johnny 

(Carolyn) Spears nephews, and their families; 6 grandchildren, Julie Jane (Bill) Pappas, Jenni-Lynn Moster 

Gilbert, Terri Christine (Dave) Gillay, Jeffrey Lowell (Jessie) Houston, Timothy Richard (Meghan) Houston, and 

Jessica Ann Pursley; nine great-grandchildren Taylor Christine Gilbert, Nicholas, Jacob & Amanda Gillay, Kaylee, 

Tyler, & Alex Houston, and Lilly and Ben Houston.  In addition to her parents, Esther was preceded in heaven by 

her loving husband, Lowell Walter Hinchman, son, Ronald Lowell Hinchman, brother, Gilbert Murphy, and sister, 

Doris Spears. 

 

 

 

************************************************************ 
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Luella Hinchman Anthony, Lavanche Brown, and Bill Anthony 

THE RUFUS HINCHMAN FAMILY OF RUSH COUNTY, INDIANA 

Submitted by Sharon E. Hinchman 

Received from Bill Branson, believed to have been told by Lavanche Brown abt. 1970 

 

Permelia Augusta Branson (known to us as Aunt Gusta) was born July 31, 1855 and was married to Rufus 

Hinchman of Rush County. They lived their early married life in Rush County. First three children were born in 

Rush Co., Virgie (Virginia), Chester, and (James) Blaine and LuElla was born in Van Buren Township, Shelby 

County. When Virgie was ten months old a terrible tornado struck their home and completely destroyed it. Aunt 

Gusta saw how bad a cloud looked and horses were at barn wanting in. She rushed to the barn and got them in and 

rushed back to the house and Virgie was standing by a window and Aunt grabbed her in her arms and the last thing 

she could see was a white spread on bed and the house went. They had got to a mantle and floor that was separate 

from rest and it dropped and they fell and chimney came down on them and all around them. When Aunt Gusta 

came to herself, she began to reach for Virgie and found her with mouth full of plastering. Uncle Rufus was a 

carpenter and had been away at work that day. Aunt Nancy Norris took Virgie and Aunt into her home and took 

care of them until they were able to come down home to Grandpa and Grandma Branson. Rufus built another 

house and they continued to live in Rush County until they moved to VanBuren Township, where Ella was born.  

 

Then they moved to Indianapolis when she was about three years old. Virgie was a music teacher and 

crocheted quite a bit. She was never married and died at 38 years of age (of Tb). Chester married Flossie Cloud 

and they had five children. (Dorothy, Melvyn, Vernon, Earl and Ruth.)  
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Dorothy married Roy Yater who has been with Stokley VanCamp packing Co. for years and is Manager of a 

plant in Tennessee. Melvyn is in the banking business. Earl and Vernon, I do not know their occupation. Ruth, 

youngest married Herman Keurst and he has worked for Sears for years. 

 

Chester Hinchman was in printing business all of his life and was considered very fine about some 

coloring. He was member of Woodruff Place Baptist Church and very high in Masons. He died about five or 6 

years ago in January when snow was so deep and temperatures were 20 and 25 degrees below zero. Not a relative 

got to his funeral. (Not true! I was there! SH) Flossie is living yet, will be 84 in September. Wears hearing aid and 

is very crippled with arthritis but crocheting for great-grandchildren. 

 

When Hinchman family moved to Indianapolis, they located at 1121 North Rural Street and Uncle Rufus 

built their home. Then built house for (with) Chester next door at 1125. That was out in the country then. Blaine 

Hinchman was married to Emma Wasser and one son was born, Louis. Blaine started clothing factory and was 

making merits work clothes then some race driver wanted a uniform, and Blaine ended up making uniforms for 

race drivers all over the world. He built a big new factory all air-conditioned, about 2 or 3 years ago. (JB 

Hinchman Co.  In 2015 no long in family hands.) Emma died at a nursing home few years ago. Turned everything 

over to Louis. He died this past June and would have been 85 years old in July. He and Emma both died with 

cancer. 

 

Louis and wife Bertha have charge of the factory and doing well they say. They have two sons, one a pilot 

with the Great Lakes Airlines and other in Pharmaceutical College. 

Luella Hinchman married William Anthony and no children. Bill Anthony was railroad man all his life, 

born near Scipio, Indiana. His first work was on the Pennsylvania Railroad, his runs were from Columbus to 

Cambridge City. Later he went to working out of Indianapolis and runs were from Champaign, Illinois to 

Springfield, Ohio. Ella started in art school and did some china painting but had to give up on account of her 

throat. She then went to work at Millinery Shop near Union Station and Bill had a sister working there and he 

would run in to see her when he came in to the station and that is how Ella met him. 

 

 They were married at her home and Aunt Gusta made her wedding dress. Bill and Ella lived at 616 N. 

Bancroft (where we spent our honeymoon), for some years, they then bought the home place when her folks died. 

They spent most of the last 20 years in Lakeland, Florida. Both died down there and were brought back here for 

burial at Crown Hill. Uncle Rufus and Aunt Gusta both died the same year. He died in May and Aunt Gusta died 

October 3, 1921. Aunt Gusta was only 66 years old.   

Note:  LaVanche Kney Brown (1895-?) was a maternal first cousin and close friend of Luella (Ella) 

Hinchman Anthony.  Edited for clarity and spelling done by Sharon E. Hinchman, Indianapolis, IN, July 2015 

 

Editor's Note: Sharon Hinchman is the great-granddaughter of Rufus Hinchman.  Rufus was the son of Andrew 

and Mary Ann Smelser Hinchman of Rush Co., Indiana; s/o William and Mary Symms Hinchman of Monroe Co., 

WV; s/o John and Sarah Vinson Hinchman of Monroe Co., WV, s/o William and Elizabeth Hinchman of 

Dorchester Co., Maryland and Monroe Co., Virginia - West Virginia.   
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Christy and Sam Brown      Jack and Linda Clarkson 

 

     
Chase Brown    Wilma and Don Hinchman    Esther Hinchman 

 

         
Nedra Hinchman and granddaughter Emilie     Mary and Joe Hinchman 
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Elise and Kevin Hinchman    Tom and Jan Hinchman 

 

      
Walter Hinchman    Byron and Pamela Hinchman Skinner  Ethan 

 

           
     Sharon and Ron Tebben    Stephanie         Dan and Cheri Widzowski 
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The Holy Land - by Royce Hinchman, Sr.  
Submitted by Tom Hinchman, Written about 1954 
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Deacon James Hinchman, Sept. 30, 7 lbs 13 oz. 21.5". Parents - Jason Hinchman and Kaila Perri 

Grandson of Tom and Jan Hinchman, Great Grandson of Royce, Sr. and Ruth Hinchman, 

[See article above written by Royce Hinchman, Sr.] 

Great-Great Grandson of J. G. Blaine Hinchman and Great-Great-Great Grandson of Adam Hinchman 
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WILLIAM HINCHMAN  

AND THE SALISBURY PRISON, SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 
 

 William Hinchman: was born 12-23-1800 near Wolf Creek, Monroe Co., Virginia (West Virginia) and died 

10-2-1862 probably in North Carolina.  His death may have been in his West Virginia home or a Salisbury, North 

Carolina prison.  Burial is unknown.  William was the son of William Hinchman and his wife Mary Ann Perry of 

Logan Co., VA-WV.  He married three different women named Elizabeth - (1) Elizabeth Symms ca 5-31-1825, 

Monroe Co., WV; (2) Elizabeth Hatfield ca 1833;  (3) Elizabeth Chapman ca12-16-1857 Cabell Co., VA-WV.   

 Several sources - The Ironton Register; The Salisbury Prison; War of the Rebellion; and The Horrible 

Massace of Guyandotte - record William’s terrible fate at the hands of Confederates.  His capture occurred only a 

few weeks after the death of his twenty-year-old son John W. Hinchman. According to The Ironton Register dated 

11-21-1861, William was taken prisoner by the Confederates during the Battle of Guyandotte.     

War of The Rebellion states that William Henchman, a former magistrate and commissioner of revenue, 

“voted against secession” and “for a member of the Wheeling convention and the Northern Congress.”  The statement 

continues as follows: “In this case I think as Henchman has voted for establishing the revolutionary government of 

Virginia he ought to be turned over to the State authorities to be tried for treason against the State.  He does not seem 

to have had any connection with the army or the military authorities of the United States. His offense is civil and 

political, and as it is immediately directed against the State of Virginia he ought to be brought to justice by that State.  

His general character is good.”  Witnesses named are Peters; Beekman; Wilson; and Albert Laidly.    

 The Horrible Massacre of Guyandotte:  Dr. J.H. Rouse, who was captured by the Confederates, wrote 

poignantly about the harsh treatment of prisoners by the rebels.  Several quotations from his book follow: 

 P-14.  "Connected with this God-forsaken banditti I recognized many of my former acquaintances ..."  

   P-15.  "(The prisoners) would entreat the rebels to allow them to rest their weary limbs or ride behind them, 

to which appeal they would only reply, you d--n Yankees, or tory, as the case might be, (calling the soldiers 

Yankees and the Union citizens tories.)...  It was truly a time to try men's souls.  (The prisoners) were forced to run 

mile after mile through mud and water, with hands tied, and not allowed the privilege of quenching their thirst with 

the water that they were forced to wade through ... and with a voice like that of mad men cry out:  close up, close 

up, a phrase that will never be forgotten by those who suffered with us ..."  P-15.  "Among others (prisoners) I 

noticed Messrs. Dauthit, Hinchman and Kile, all of whom had served their country in a civil capacity..."  P-17.  

"We having been stowed away in our narrow house, without either light or fire ... or food  or drink ... no blanket or 

place to lie our wearied limbs upon, amid the groans of our sick and wounded, whose wounds had not yet been 

dressed, and the profanity of the rebels without, presenting a scene well worthy of being compared with the regions 

of the damned."   

 Rouse continues writing about their experiences and especially about the treatment of the civilian prisoner 

William Hinchman.   P-24.  "... one of our guards, cocked and raised his rifle from his shoulder to shoot Mr. 

Hinchman ... under the pretext that he had been making signs for a concealed friend to fire on the rebels, abusing the 

old gentleman in an outrageous manner."  P-25.  "Thus the day went on, our poor fellows wading and running ... and 

it snowing.  It was truly heart-rending to see those old citizens ...  The rebels were much amused at the sport, and 

some of them laughed heartily ..." 

The Salisbury Prison: According to Louis A. Brown’s The Salisbury Prison, William Hinchman, of Cabell 

Co., VA, was among the civilians held at the prison on July 29th, 1862.  

 EDITOR’S NOTE:  William and his wife Elizabeth Hatfield and their son Adam Hinchman are the 

ancestors of many Hinchman Heritage Society members.  
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Esther Hinchman, 101 years this year! 

 
 

 Letters to the Editor 

 

Ethan Thompson's summary of the recent summer Hinchman reunion:  "Well I had a good day with the Hinchman 

Family and celebrated Esters 100 1/2 and ate and drove all day with Kevin."   

 

 

 

Hinchman Heritage Society - July 6-10, 2016 

Courtyard Marriott,  Billy Graham Pkwy 

321 W. Woodlawn Rd,  Charlotte, NC 28217,  Telephone 704-945-6800 

Room rate: 2 Queen or 1 King is $99 + current 15.25% tax = $114.10 

 

 

Internet:   www.hinchman.org  

Facebook: Hinchman Heritage Society, Hinchman Heritage Society Group;  

Hinchman Heritage Society Cookbook   

Cover and other photos by Cheri Widzowski Photography  
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Hinchman Heritage Society  

2857 Majestic View Walk 

Lexington, KY 40511 

www.hinchman.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ethan, Kevin, and Stephanie - “Holding up the Family Tree” 

Photo by Cheri Widzowski Photography 2015 


